Haftarot Unrolled: Re'eh

The Standard

As the third of the series of seven Haftarot of Consolation, the Haftarah of Re'eh talks about a
time when the nations of the world will turn to the Jewish People for guidance and
leadership.
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Lend me your ears, and come to me, listen and your souls will live! I will make
with you an everlasting covenant: like that of David’s steadfast loyalty. Truly, I
have made him a witness to the nations, a leader and a commander of nations.
Truly, you will call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know
you, will run to you, for the sake of Hashem, your G-d, for the Holy One of Israel,
Who glorifies you! (Yeshayahu 55:3-5)

This is a reference to an earlier prophecy of Yeshayahu, which describes this era in greater
detail:
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And he will judge between nations, and reprove many peoples, and they will beat
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning forks. Nation will

not lift sword against nation,and they shall learn war no more (Yeshayahu 2:4)

In order for there to be peace among the nations, there first needs to be justice and leadership.
The Tanach's gold standard against which all leaders are measured is King David. Whenever
the Tanach judges his descendants, it uses what one might call a Davidic scale. For instance,
his great-grandson Asa is described thus:
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Asa acted in an upright manner in the eyes of Hashem like his father David
(Melachim I 15:11)

And a later descendant, King Amatziah ben Yoash, who did not quite live up to the standard:
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He acted in an upright manner in the eyes of Hashem, but not like his father
David. (Melachim II 14:3)

Apparently, to be "like his father David", one has to " act in an upright manner in the eyes of
Hashem." The parallel description of the kings in Divrei HaYamim uses a slightly different
wording - a king has to be not only upright, but also good:
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Asa acted in a good and upright manner in the eyes of Hashem, his G-d. (Divrei
HaYamim IT 14:1)



Parshat Re'eh uses this term as well. When Moshe tells the Jewish People what G-d expects
of them, he says:
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Observe and listen to all these things that I command you; in order that it will be
good for you and your children after you forever, if you will act in a good and
upright manner in the eyes of Hashem your G-d. (Devarim 12:28)

So, then, what is this "good and upright manner", and how does it differ from simply
"observing and listening to all the commandments"? The Ramban explains the term:
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...The idea is that first it says to keep all the laws that He commanded, and now it
says that even the things that were not commanded, one should set one's mind on
acting in a good and upright manner in His eyes, because He loves what is good
and upright.

This is an important concept, because it is impossible for the Torah to list all the
ways a person behaves with his friends and neighbors, and all his business
dealings, and all policies for running a society. However, after listing many of
them, such as "do not gossip", "do not take revenge or bear a grudge", "do not
stand by when your friend is in danger", "do not curse a deaf person", "stand up
before the elderly", and so on, it also repeated it in a general form, that one should
act in a good and upright manner in every way. (Ramban Devarim 6)

The Ramban says that it is not sufficient to scrupulously keep the commandments of the
Torah. G-d expects more. He expects us to extrapolate, based on the commandments that He
gave us, what He means by "good and upright", and use that as our standard of behavior.

The time of peace among the nations will come when the Jewish People are a beacon of what
is good and upright in G-d's eyes, the way that King David had been, the way the Torah
expects us to be. It is a very high bar to reach, but when we have done so, when our leaders
are of the caliber of King David in justice and righteousness, then the nations of the world
will no longer resort to war to solve their problems. Instead, they will look to Jerusalem for
moral guidance and do what is good and upright in G-d's eyes.
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